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The Word of the Lord from Luke 7: “Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are 
forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

I. The Dinner at Simon’s House 
Our Lord finds Himself at a big-deal dinner in our Gospel lesson for this morning. It‟s the house 

of Simon the Pharisee, which is the first clue. Pharisees don‟t eat with just anyone. They have strict rules 
about ceremonial cleanness at their meals, which includes washing cups, bowls, couches and more; and 

another aspect of that is that they don‟t take their meals with people whom they consider unclean. This 

would include Gentiles, as well as their countrymen who don‟t live up to their exacting standards and 
laws. It would include false teachers and others living in unrepentant, manifest sin of religion or morality. 

If someone who is unclean touches you, it means that they‟ve made you unclean until sunset, so you‟re 
supposed to avoid those people. But Simon has invited Jesus to dinner, and an invitation to dinner is a 

high honor. They think that Jesus might be a great prophet, and—outside of the disagreeable John the 
Baptist—there hasn‟t been a prophet for a long time. So while the reviews of Jesus have been mixed thus 

far, Simon and his fellow Pharisees still consider Jesus to be worthy enough to be in their company. How 

nice of them; and how, um, lucky for the Son of God. 
 

 Scholars who study such things will also note that, given the description of the meal, this is a 
special occasion, probably a dinner associated with the Sabbath. It‟s the sort of thing that one might do 

for a guest preacher in town. Add the fact that Simon addresses Jesus as “Teacher,” and there‟s a very 

good chance that, prior to the meal, Jesus has had the opportunity to teach them for a while. Or else the 
teaching is about to begin! That‟s how the dinners go: first teaching, then eating. First word, then 

supper. You might notice a similar pattern around here on page-15 days. 
 

One more thing to round out the picture: as they eat, the guests are on couches. Their heads are 

close to the table, and their feet are behind them. They can‟t see their own feet, but they can see each 
others‟ faces. 

 
The meal begins, and there‟s an unexpected guest. A woman appears, and she‟s a sinner: not 

just like everybody else, but she‟s in the “sinner” class of people, the sort that you don‟t invite to dinner 
because they‟re unclean. But there she is; and as Jesus reclines at the table with His feet behind Him, the 

weeping woman wets His feet with her tears and dries them with her hair. Once she‟s done with that, she 

kisses His feet and anoints them with ointment. Feet, by the way, tend to get dirty in New Testament 
times, what with the dusty, mucky roads and the open sandals. At some dinners, it‟s one of the lowliest 

servants who has the job of removing sandal-straps and washing feet—remember how Jesus washes the 
disciples‟ feet at the Last Supper to teach them about serving. Simon hasn‟t provided for foot-washing, so 

the woman washes Jesus‟ feet instead. With her tears. 

 
Normally, I‟m guessing, Simon would be quick to have the woman removed; but on this day, she 

presents a way of testing Jesus. If He really is going to be a great prophet whom the Pharisees support, 
He should know what sort of woman is washing His feet. And knowing that, He should know that her 

touch makes Him unclean. But Jesus doesn‟t appear disturbed, nor does He pull away. Instead, He tells 



Simon a parable: "A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other 

fifty. When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?" 
 

Simon answers, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” 
 

Jesus says, “You have judged rightly.” Then He turns to the woman, which is worth noting. 

Turning toward the woman means turning away from Simon. The Lord makes His face to shine upon her 
to be gracious unto her. He lifts up His countenance upon her to give her peace; and as He does so, He‟s 

not looking at Simon anymore.  
 

Jesus goes on: “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my 
feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but 

from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she 

has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she 
loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” Then He says to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

 
That‟s the meat of this text, right there, and let‟s make a couple of important notes. One is that 

Jesus does not forgive her because she loves Him. He forgives her because He delights to forgive 

penitent sinners. Some are tempted to read this text otherwise and conclude that she made the first 
move: by her love for Jesus, she earned the right to be forgiven. It is not so. Why is the woman there? 

Because she has already heard about Jesus—or perhaps she has heard Jesus Himself. She doesn‟t wash 
the feet of random men in hopes of receiving divine absolution. She already knows and believes that 

Jesus is the Savior—He has already given her saving faith. It‟s because of this forgiveness that she‟s set 
free to love. Where she perhaps heard Him speak of forgiveness to a crowd before, now she receives a 

personal absolution. She hears the Son of God say to her specifically, so there can be no 

misunderstanding, “Your sins are forgiven. Your faith [that I‟ve given you by My Word] has saved you; go 
in peace.”  

 
The other note is this: Simon loves little because he is forgiven little, but this does not mean that 

he has a smaller debt than the woman. It means that he doesn‟t want much forgiveness, because he 

doesn‟t think he‟s that sinful. The problem for Simon is that his sins are socially acceptable, so he doesn‟t 
think they‟re sins. It centers on his belief as a Pharisee that salvation comes by doing enough good 

works. He‟s doing his best to lead a good life, and his hard work means that he‟s got the respect of 
people and a life in good order. People approve of him, so he thinks that God must approve of him, too. 

The woman‟s sin, whatever it may be, isn‟t so socially acceptable. Along with the burden of her 

conscience and God‟s condemning law, people look down on her, too. She knows her sinfulness, and she 
wants to be delivered from it all. Simon‟s just as sinful, but he doesn‟t believe it: he only wants a little 

forgiveness because he thinks he only has a little debt. And since he thinks he doesn‟t have much in the 
way of sin, he thinks he doesn‟t owe much love to Jesus, either.  

 
Oh, and one more thing. According to the Law, the unclean woman‟s touch should make Jesus 

unclean, too. But Jesus isn‟t according to the Law. She doesn‟t make Him unclean. He makes her clean—

by His Word, the same Word He speaks to you today. 
 

II. Law, Love and Grace 
We are living in the end times. I‟m not out of bounds with that statement: the Church has been 

living in the Last Days since Pentecost, 2000 years ago. The Lord could return at any time. 

 
As the end draws closer, we do well to heed one of Jesus‟ warnings about living in the end times. 

He says, “And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold” (Matthew 24:12). 
Lawlessness and loveless-ness go together. 

 



Today‟s Gospel lesson tells us why. Lawlessness is to ignore God‟s Law. If you ignore what God‟s 

Law says, you will not know how truly sinful you are. If you do not know how truly sinful you are, you will 
have far too high an opinion of yourself. If you have far too high an opinion of yourself, you will not 

consider those around you worthy of your service; rather, you will see them as people who should be 
serving you—or at least not people whom you ought to be serving. That was the problem for Simon, who 

was a lawless one despite all of his careful rules: for rather than measure himself against God‟s holy Law, 

he measured himself against his manmade laws. Compared to other people around him, he found that he 
looked pretty good. Seeing as how he looked pretty good, he didn‟t see the need for much forgiveness, 

and he didn‟t consider people like that sinful woman to be people he should help.  
 

That‟s how lawlessness leads to lovelessness. 
 

On the other hand: if you truly measure yourself against God‟s holy Law, you will see how truly 

sinful you are—you‟ll see how great is your debt because of sin. You‟ll not see yourself as better than 
others, but equally undeserving of God‟s grace. Seeing how great the debt of your sin, you‟ll also see 

how great is the price that Jesus paid to redeem you; and, in gratitude for Jesus‟ great love for you, you 
will live in service and love for others. That was the woman in our text: knowing how great her 

sinfulness, she also knew how great Christ‟s forgiveness. Forgiven much, she loved much—not to earn 

grace, but because she‟d already been given it. 
 

So maybe it sounds a little crazy, but if you want to love more, the way to love is by contrition, 
repentance and forgiveness. 

 
Now, this congregation is pretty much a gathering of decent, upstanding people, and for that I 

give thanks. But it needs to be said, lest you and I fall into the same trap as Simon. It is not that you are 

less sinful than other people, but that your sins are socially acceptable and maybe a little bit “square” by 
society‟s standards. That means that your sins aren‟t likely to trouble you as much as others. Therein lies 

the danger: if your sins don‟t trouble you, forgiveness doesn‟t seem that important. And if forgiveness 
isn‟t all that important, then love grows cold.  

 

So, out of love for Christ, I would encourage you to spend some time in reflection about yourself 
on an ongoing basis. Pull out the Small Catechism and read through the meaning of the Ten 

Commandments. Take, for instance, the 5th Commandment, “Thou shalt not kill,” and its meaning: “We 
should fear and love God that we may not hurt nor harm our neighbor in his body, but help and befriend 

him in every bodily need.” Remember how Jesus said that unrighteous anger breaks the 5th 

Commandment, and then measure yourself against it. Have you gotten angry at an obnoxious neighbor? 
The guy in the next lane? Wished harm on them, or at least wished they‟d move away? Gotten impatient 

and wanted people to leave you alone? Have you helped others with their needs, or opted only to look 
after yourself? That‟s just a few questions about one commandment. We haven‟t even addressed the 6th 

Commandment and impure thoughts, or the 7th and proper treatment of possessions. By the time you get 
through ten, you see how holy you‟re not, and how undeserved Christ‟s sacrifice for your forgiveness is. 

After all, consider the news from our epistle about how Christ has undergone your judgment so that you 

might have salvation: “For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, „Cursed be 
everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them‟….Christ 

redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us” (Galatians 3:10,13). That‟s the cross. 
How undeserved! And as you grow in faith as one who has been forgiven so much, you‟re moved to 

serve Christ and others—not to earn God‟s favor, but because you‟ve already got it.  

 
That‟s what leads to loving much. See, I‟d venture to guess that, if you took a survey of a lot of 

congregations, you‟d find a fair amount of concern about an apathy towards worship, a lack of volunteers 
and a shortfall in offerings. This normally leads to the question, “How do we motivate people to be more 

excited, to do more and to give more?” 
 



At its root, it‟s not a motivational problem, but a spiritual problem. The one who is forgiven much 

will love much. The motivation for worship attendance is simply this: the Lord is present here to forgive 
your sins. If you think along the lines of Simon, that‟s no big deal. If you know how much you‟ve been 

forgiven and where Jesus gives forgiveness, you‟ll be here early to make sure you get a seat. 
 

The solution to volunteering and offerings is often repentance. Are you truly busy and invested 

with important things, or is it a lack of love that would keep you from helping out here? The way of 
Simon will say, “someone else can do it.” The way of the woman is, “having been forgiven so much, how 

can I be of service to the Lord?”  
 

You will always be tempted to think too highly of yourself. It is not always the reason for a lack 
of love and service, but it often is. Therefore, examine your hearts. Confess your sins. Trust in Christ for 

forgiveness. 

 
And be confident that Christ forgives. He forgives you because He loves you much—so much that 

He went to the cross suffered death for your sins. He is not ashamed to be associated with the unclean 
likes of you: rather, by His holy Word, He makes you clean. As He said to the woman, He says to you, 

“Your sins are forgiven” and “Go in peace.” You depart this place and go about your daily lives with the 

assurance that the Lord watches over you with grace and mercy. He promises no blessing to those like 
Simon who say, “I believe that I am good enough to be worthy of God‟s company, and He mine;” but to 

you, His penitent people, He makes His face shine upon you to be gracious unto you. He lifts His 
countenance upon you to give you peace. His grace is undeserved, and so He pours it upon those who 

gladly confess it by faith to be so. And further, He invites you to eat at His Supper, to receive the very 
body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  

 

The Son of God—who fulfilled the Law for you by His life, death and resurrection—now continues 
to fulfill that Law toward you: for love is the fulfillment of the Law, and Christ‟s love for you is so great 

that you are forgiven for all of your sins. 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
 

 


